Rep. Pastor urges seniorsto apply for

economic stimulus payment

Since early May, Americans began
receiving Recovery Rebates as a result
of the Economic Stimulus package. The
package became law in February and
provides rebate checks of up to $600
per individual and $1,200 per married
couple, plus an additional $300 per child.

“These recovery rebates will help
families facing high costs of gas, health
care and groceries, and jumpstart our
slow economy,” said Rep. Ed Pastor.

Rep. Pastor reminds senior constitu-
entsthat even if you are receiving Social
Security benefits and are not otherwise
required to file atax return, you may still
be eligible for an economic stimulus pay-
ment from the federal government.

B Recovery rebate
STIMULUS  info for Social

Security recipients

PAYMENT

Evenif you are not otherwise required to
fileatax return, you may still be entitled to an
economic stimulus payment from the federal
government.

To get the stimulus payment, file a 2007
IRS Form 1040 or Form 1040A by Oct. 15,
2008, and report at least $3,000 in qualifying
income on the form. You can include the
amount of your Social Security Administration
benefitsto qualify for the stimulus payment.
Thiswill not affect the amount of SSA ben-
efitsyou receive.

Moreinformation: 1-800-829-1040

Congressional mobile office locations for 2008

Toassist constituentswith any issuesthey may havewithfederal
agencies, arepresentativefrom Congressman Pastor’ sofficewill be
at theselocationsin 2008. No appointmentsare necessary. More
informationisavailableby phoning Rep. Pastor’ sofficeat 602-256-

0551.
South M ountain Community Center:

Congressman

June 4, July 2, Aug. 6, Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3; Hours 10 a.m. to Noon

212 E. AltaVista, Phoenix

Golden Gate Community Center:

June 10, Aug. 12, Oct. 14, and Dec. 9; Hours9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

1625 N. 39th Ave., Phoenix

Glendale Community Center :

June 18, July 16, Aug. 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Dec. 17.; Hours 10 a.m. to Noon

5401 W. Ocaotillo, Glendale

Guadal upe Senior Center:

June 24, July 22, Aug. 26, Sept. 23, Oct. 28, Nov. 25 and Dec. 23; Hours9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

9401 S. Avenidadel Y aqui, Guadal upe

Desert West Community Center: Sept. 9; Hours: 9a.m.to11a.m.

6501 W. Virginia, Phoenix



Rep. Ed Pastor discusses Congress’
efforts to address the foreclosure
crisis with a Phoenix constituent.

Rep. Pastor: Help available for homeowners facing foreclosure

Congressman Ed Pastor re-
cently asked homeowners to re-
member “you are not alone” in
facing a possible foreclosure due
to financial problems or bad loan
terms.

Pastor was a special guest at
a Foreclosure Prevention Work-
shop held May 10 in Phoenix by
the Federal Home Loan Bank of
San Francisco.

“When foreclosure happens,
everyone in the community loses,”
Pastor said.

How to contact Congressman Ed Pastor

Congressman Ed Pastor's office is in your city to serve your needs.
Please keep this information handy to contact his offices for assistance.
http://www.pastor.house.gov

He encouraged homeowners to
remember that help is available from
credit and housing counselors, loan
servicers and nonprofit organiza-
tions that are working together to
help distressed homeowners. He
also discussed legislative efforts in
Congress to help those facing fore-
closure.

Homeowner’s Hope Hotline
888-995-4673 (HOPE)
This free hotline is available to any
homeowner having trouble paying

their mortgage.

Washington Office
2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0302
Phone: (202) 225-4065

411 N.

Phoenix District Office

Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: (602) 256-0551

Central Ave., Suite 150

Please send postal delivery mail to Phoenix District Office only.

Due to the threat of anthrax-contaminated mail delivered to the Capitol complex, all incom-
ing letters to my Washington Office must be irradiated before delivery, resulting in a delay
of at least three weeks. Feel free to send mail instead to my Phoenix District Office. Thanks.
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Working for economic recovery, district needs

Dear Fellow Arizonans,

We’re almost halfway into the year and most
of you should already have received your Recov-
ery Rebate from the first economic stimulus pack-
age passed by the Congress and signed by the
President.

The rebate was the result of the New Direc-
tion Congress, working in a bipartisan way, to pro-
vide relief to families in need. However, we know
that many families continue to struggle to make
ends meet as they pay higher prices for gas and
basic necessities.

As we continue to work in a bipartisan way,
the Democratic-led Congress is exploring further
steps to get our economy back on track, create

jobs and speed assistance to help families strug-
gling to make ends meet. The House also is pro-
posing legislation that would stabilize our fragile
real estate market.

I am working in Congress to help move
America in the right direction, and again I hope
you will take time to read this update about my
activities in the district.

Sincerely,

A=

Ed Pastor
Member of Congress

Center will connect community to nature at Rio Salado

U.S. Rep. Ed Pastor recently par-
ticipated in the groundbreaking for the
Nina Mason Pulliam Rio Salado
Audubon Center near downtown Phoe-
nix that will connect people with na-
ture using science, education and ad-
vocacy to protect Arizona’s birds,
other wildlife and their habitats.

The center is the product of a part-
nership between Audubon, the city of
Phoenix and the Rio Salado, a feder-
ally-funded habitat restoration project
on the Salt River.

Rep. Ed Pastor and Carol Schilling, a Nina
Mason Pulliam Trustee, discuss the ben-
efits the Rio Salado and the Audubon Cen-
ter will bring to the district.




Federal funding helps YM CA open
new Maryvale facility for families

Congressman Ed Pastor recently helped mark the
opening of the new Maryvale Family YMCA in west g
Phoenix by recognizing the Medinafamily of Phoenix,
thefirst family registered as members of thefacility.
Pastor, who was instrumental in securing federal
funding that went towards construction of the facility,
said it would provide recreational opportunitiesto keep
young people engaged, particularly after school.
Programsinclude afitness center, youth sports, a
teen technology center, child care, a swimming pool,
full-size gym, community meeting space and acredit
union. The $9.1 million center will contribute towards
revitalization plansin the Maryvale area, Pastor said.
“The community cametogether to build thisfacility

Congressman Ed Pastor recognizesthe M edina fam-

o . \ . Z ily of Phoenix as the first members of the new
anditwill helpimprovethe quality of lifefor many resi- Maryvale Family YM CA during thefacilitiesrecent

dentsin this neighborhood,” he said. opening.

Congressman Pastor’s District
Director ElisadelaVara, second
from left, joined othersat aforum

ASU event

f ocuses at ASU’sdowntown Phoenix cam-

. pusaspart of an ongoing lecture
dlal Ogue seriesthat bringsnationally rec-
ognhized policymakersand leaders

on to theValley to discuss contempo-

. rary civil rightsin an open dia-
American logue. Theevent featured National
. Public Radio’sJuan Williams, far

Clvli I left, ASU’sRaul Y zaguirre, Ruth

Osuna, chief of staff to Phoenix
Mayor Phil Gordon, and ASU pro-
fessor Dr. Matthew Whitaker.

rights

Rep. Pastor recognized by group
fighting juvenile diabetes

U.S. Rep. Ed Pastor recently met with arepresentative
of the “Promise to Remember Me” campaign with the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation to discuss his support
of targeted legislation in Congress.

In the photo on the left, Pastor met with Gabrielle Thorp,
mother of an 18-year-old type 1 diabetic son to thank him
for hissupport in Congress.

Pastor said it isimportant to continue appropriating funds
to the National Institutes of Health for type 1 diabetesre-
search, which isset to expirethisyear.
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First Place
“Our Angel” by
Troy Thomas
Sophomore
Sunnyslope High School

Second Place
“My Buddy” by
Justin Ayala
Junior
Apollo High School

Third Place
“AlwaysBy My Side” by
Juan Mar zeleno
Sophomore
Trevor G. BrowneHigh School

Sunnydope HS sophomorewins
Congressman Pagstor’sart contest

SophomoreTroy Thomas, astudent at SunnyslopeHigh School, was
recently selected aswinner of the Fourth Congressional District'sArt
Competition held each year by U.S. Rep. Ed Pastor. Troy won the
competitionwith hisdrawingentitled"Our Angel" inink and pen. Hisart
teacher is Candice Stephens.

Second placewent to Jus-
tin Ayala, ajunior at Apollo
High School. Hisoil painting
isentitled"My Buddy." Third
place was awarded to Juan
Marzeleno, a sophomore at
Trevor G. Browne High
School. Hisgraphitedrawing
wasentitled"AlwaysBy My
Side."

Ten pieces by nine stu-
dents, including another piece
by Troy Thomas, received
Honorable Mention. Those
students included: Erika
Hernandez, Mercedes
Kincade, Steven Born,
DesJean Bauer for two
pieces, Chavonique Poole, Pedro Uriarte, Alejandro Coronaand Marc
Arvdlo.

Therewere 97 entriesfrom 11 school sinthe competitionthisyear.

Asthefirst placewinner, Troy'sart work will be displayedinthe
U.S. Capitol for ayear and hewill be recognized at the June 25"An
Artistic Discovery" event on Capitol Hill.

"It isevident that the artistic talent of our youth istremendous,"
Pastor said. "I am extremely proud Troy's piece will berepresenting
Arizonain the Capitol. I'm especially thankful to the teachers and
parentswho encouraged these young peopleto pursuetheir talents.”

Rep. Ed Pastor recognizes Troy Thomasfor
placing first in the annual Congressional
Art Competition for the Fourth Congres-
sional District.

| Somali Day helpsimmigrants

lear n about gover nment
Congressman Pastor’s Office recently par-
ticipated in Somali Day, a Phoenix event to help
new Somalian immigrants |earn about govern-
ment and their community.

-

1 Inthephotoontheleft, Pastor’sDistrict Director Elisade
laVara, second from left, discusses servicesprovided by
congressional officeswith HamzaHaadow, Dahir Abdikadir,
Sate Sen. DebbieM cCune Davisand Hakim Osman, presi-
dent of the Somali Association of Arizona.




Rep. Pastor encour ages parent advocacy for

children asthey graduate from ‘American Dream’

Congressman Ed Pastor recently recognized
more than 100 parents who graduated from Ari-
zona State University’s“ American Dream Acad-
emy,” which teaches families how to keep kids
on track for college.

Pastor spoke to the parents about the im-
portance of education, and how it helped him
pursue his path to Congress. He spoke about
hisrolein Congress and how families should
empower themselves with education and knowl-
edge of government to help their children secure
solid academic success.

The academy is the signature program of
ASU’s Center for Community Development and
Civil Rights. It collaborates with schools and
districtsin low-income, disadvantaged residen-
tial areasto train parents to become effective
partners and advocates for their children’s edu-
cation. The goal is to increase elementary,
middle- and high-school retention and graduate
rates among high-risk populations.

Emergency funds available for military families

While many families of ser-

Photo courtesy of Zara Bish

Rep. Ed Pastor, far right, discussed theimportance of the
under standing of education on his path to Congresswith
participantsin the“ American Dream Academy.” He met
with Raul Yzaguirre, founder of theASU Center for Com-
munity Development and Civil Rights, which runsthepro-
gram, and a parent graduate from the program with her
son.

One new resource available Individual s seeking assistance

vice members make huge sacri-
fices, they should not have to
face extraordinary financial bur-
dens, particularly if a service
member isinjured or killed, Rep.
Pastor said. Pastor said military
families should be provided re-
sources, particularly in time of
emergencies.

to help ease unforeseen financial
circumstancesfor families of ser-
vice memberskilled or injured
whilein acombat zoneistheAri-
zonaMilitary Family Relief Fund,
which provides stipends of up to
$10,000 for military spouses or
parents with only a few days
needed for processing.

can download an application
from the Arizona Department of
Veterans' Services website,
www.azdvs.gov. Completed ap-
plications should be sent to:
Military Family Relief Fund -
Applications
3839 N. 3rd St., Suite 108
Phoenix, AZ 85012

Rep. Pastor recognizesvolunteerism

at Red Cross event

Congressman Ed Pastor recently recognized the spirit of America's
volunteers, particularly those who have come to the country’said
during national disasters. Pastor discussed volunteerism at the Vol -
unteer Recognition event for the Grand Canyon Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross. He thanked volunteersfor their thousands of hours
of service and discussed theimportance of their work in the commu-
nity.

-~ Rg. Ed Pastor and Ken Krueger, CEO of the Grand Canyon Chapter of the

A American Red Cross, discusstheimportance of volunteerism in America.




